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These states can play this role, however, only if first they transform this geographic space into a genuinely inclusive 

and vibrant security community. Failing that — and we are failing today — the Euro-Atlantic states and their 

organizations will settle for suboptimal, and too often utterly inadequate, responses to the 21st century’s security 

challenges, including the threat of nuclear proliferation. 

Lately, several national leaders, including the Russian and U.S. presidents and NATO secretary-general, have 

embraced the idea of a Euro-Atlantic security community, and begun stressing the importance of fashioning a 

stronger and more inclusive European security order. 

The timing could not be better, as the Euro-Atlantic family has entered a critical period. On Nov. 19-20, NATO heads 

of states approved a new “strategic concept” to guide the organization for the next decade. At the same time, 

President Dmitry Medvedev and his NATO counterparts issued a joint statement, endorsing the first Joint Review of 

21st Century Common Security Challenges and deciding to resume threat missile defense cooperation. Two weeks 

later, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe heads of state assembled in Astana, Kazakhstan, to 

help shape the OSCE’s next stage of development. 

Joint action on nuclear-threat reduction must be a critical element in moving the Euro-Atlantic nations toward a level 

of stability and strength and allow them to exercise badly needed global leadership. Achieving a genuinely 

collaborative approach to missile defense matters will address a common threat and help remove misgivings that are 

blocking progress toward a common security space. 

Similarly, the Euro-Atlantic states can mobilize behind efforts to strengthen the International Atomic Energy Agency’s 

safeguards system, which ensures the nondiversion of peaceful nuclear programs, in order to foster cooperation on 

countering the threat of nuclear terrorism and to develop new mechanisms to protect jointly critical infrastructure from 

cyber attacks. Such actions are crucial to these states’ national security and global efforts to mitigate threats. 

Pursuing arrangements that increase warning and decision-making time for all countries in the Euro-Atlantic region 

would introduce stability into the NATO-Russia relationship. Adjustments in operational doctrine that are applied to 

strategic, tactical and conventional forces would constitute a giant step toward ending the relationship’s militarized 

framework. 

This is only a partial list of what must be done if governments are serious about building a stronger, inclusive 

European security order, one where the roles and risks of nuclear weapons are reduced and ultimately eliminated. 

We are working with a distinguished group from all corners of the Euro-Atlantic region to develop these and other 

concrete steps that are essential to creating a genuine security community, including its economic, energy and 

environmental dimensions. NATO, OSCE and other key regional institutions must give this concept and process their 

essential support. 

Sam Nunn, who served as a U.S. senator for 24 years, is co-chairman of the Nuclear Threat Initiative. Igor Ivanov 

was foreign minister from 1998 to 2004. Wolfgang Ischinger, a former German ambassador to Britain and the United 

States, is chairman of the Munich Security Conference. They are co-chairmen of the Euro-Atlantic Security Initiative 

commission. © Project Syndicate 
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